A new vision for the

DOROTHY DAY
CENTER
The challenge

In 1981, the Dorothy Day Center opened its doors as a drop-in center for meals, serving approximately
30-50 people per day. Over time, due to increasing homelessness, it was forced to become a 24 / 7 / 365
overnight shelter—something it was never designed or intended to do. It is overcrowded, overwhelmed, and
deteriorating.
Today, more than 6,000 people rely on the Dorothy Day Center each year. Hundreds of people sleep on thin mats
on the floor. The current situation cannot continue any longer—we are failing our most vulnerable neighbors, our
community and ourselves.

The new vision

The new vision for the Dorothy Day Center will be profoundly different from what exists today. It is based on an
innovative model that has proven it can effectively prevent and end homelessness. The location for this new vision – in
the shadow of our Capitol, the Cathedral and the commercial and entertainment center of our community – will be a
beacon of hope and opportunity.
The first phase of the new vision, Higher Ground Saint Paul, will include a wide range of shelter and housing needs all
in one building:
		
		

• Dignified Emergency Shelter
• Permanent Supportive Housing

• Medical respite provides safe, dignified recovery space
• Pay-for-Stay (used for first month’s rent or down payment to landlord)

The second phase of the project, Saint Paul Opportunity Center, will be located near Higher Ground Saint Paul, offering
resources for those at risk of becoming homeless or those working to move up and out of homelessness. Services will
include permanent housing support, job training, computer labs, mental health services, access to veterans’ and other
benefits, and meals. Dorothy Day Residence, above the Opportunity Center, will provide greater self sufficiency for
hundreds of people who have been experiencing homelessness for months or even years.

Where are we today?

The new vision for the Dorothy Day Center was launched in 2013 by a Task Force of diverse community leaders.
It has received broad public support, including bipartisan legislative support for a $6 million state bonding
investment in 2014. This investment, along with a $19 million grant from Minnesota Housing and significant
private fundraising has created strong momentum for this new vision. Phase one of the project, Higher
Ground Saint Paul has begun. Catholic Charities will continue to work tirelessly with our public and
private partners to secure funding for the entire project with a goal of completing construction by
2018.

You can help!

If you would like to learn more about this project or host a discussion in your community
or workplace, contact Julia Jenson at julia.jenson@cctwincities.org or 612-204-8367.
You can also learn more at DorothyDayCampaign.org.

A NEW VISION FOR THE DOROTHY DAY CENTER
Higher Ground Saint Paul

Below is a view of the Higher Ground Saint Paul building, from the east. This building will provide dignified emergency
shelter and a range of different permanent housing options.

Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day Residence

Located just across the street from Higher Ground Saint Paul, the Saint Paul Opportunity Center will be an integrated
one-stop location connecting people to critical services to improve their health, income, housing stability and wellbeing. Service delivery at the Opportunity Center will feature partner organizations in the community, including
Catholic Charities, Ramsey County, the Veterans Administration, health care providers and many others.

Key Services:

• Physical, mental and chemical health care
services
• Employment training programs and job
search assistance
• Housing search and placement services
• Access to Veterans’ benefits, SNAP,
Medical Assistance and other supports
• Financial and legal support services
• Nutritious meals, showers, laundry and
storage

Learn more at DorothyDayCampaign.org.
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